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attaining that end. Those who oppose his 
actions are often much wealthier people 
motivated more by their own aesthetic 
distaste than by real moral sentiment or 
sympathy for the poor man who is trying to 
improve his lot. They don't offer to improve 
his life (as those buying his body-parts do) 
they simply want to stop this 'disgusting' 
practice. It is this selfish attitude of the 
wealthier which disgusts me. 
 
But that is not the worst of it. Those, who 
would ban the sale of your body-parts are  
thereby to some extent asserting their right to 
impose partial control over your body. They 
don't buy your body parts from you honestly, 
they simply stake a claim in deciding what 
you can do with them This is replacing 
voluntary sale with partial slavery. And that 
is intolerable. 
 
But even that is not the real horror of it. The 
most important and tragic fact is that some 
people are being prevented from buying 
transplants where the foreseeable con-
sequence is their death. If this is not murder 
then it is at least manslaughter. 
 
Like all civilized people I am completely 
opposed to using violence - against the 
innocent. But what must we say of a person 
effectively sentenced  to death in this way if, 
one dark night, he corners a politician who 
has voted to criminalize this voluntary trade 
and relieves him of the appropriate vital 
organ to save himself? Surely this can be no 
more than killing in self-defence. 


